ARUNI AND 
UTTANKA 


Aruni was willing to give up his life for his Guru; Uttanka cast aside 
his dreams for his teacher. Young or old, their devotion and 
obedience were almost superhuman. Luckily, as described in the 
Mahabharata, the gods looked kindly on them. After all, these young 
men had earned the right to happiness. 
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VISIONARIES 


ONE COLD WINTER DAY,ARUNI OF 
PANCHALA , A DISCIPLE OF SAGE 
DHOUMYA, WAS ON HIS WAY TO THE 
HERMITAGE WITH THE FIREWOOD HE 


THERE’S A BREACH 
IN THE EMBANK- 
MENT! THE 
MASTER'S FIELD 
WILL DRY UP! 


SS tt 
— 3 ` 


IF | WAIT 
HERE TO TRV 
‚ АМР STOP ІТ, 
PLL BE DELAYED. 
AND THERE’S 
NOT A BIT OF 
FIREWOOD AT 


| THE HERMITAGE! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


WILL TAKE “ЕЖ БЕУ | AS VEDA AND UPAMANYU CARRIED 
IT IN. НЕ? ү? `] | me #egwoop w — 
Mi ` жасы 


MEANWHILE THE HE’S GONE To 
SAGE AND HIS | FETCH 
DISCIPLES HAD А ` FIREWOOD 
ASSEMBLED FOR THE СУ : 
DAY'S LESSONS. 


GONE ALREADY! HOW RESPONSIBLE 
AND DEVOTED ARUNI 
15! A DISCIPLE LIKE 

HIM IS HARD TO í 
FIND. 


THERE’S A BREACH 
IN THE EMBANKMENT. 
THE WATER 15 

ESCAPING.... 


AH! THERE 
YOU ARE! WHY 
ARE YOU LATE, 
ARUNI 2 


MEANWHILE , RUNNING ALL THE WAY LAYING THE LOGS ACROSS THE 
BACK, A BREATHLESS ARUN/ HAD GAP, ARUNI PACKED IT WITH 
REACHED THE TROUBLE SPOT. WET MUD. 


AH! PLL TRY 1 #- THERE! 
AND STOP THE j = THAT SHOULD 
wass HOLD THE 
он! он! GO AND ‘SSSR z ЗАЙ WATER IN. 
ATTEND TO IT. = = Ж К 
QUICK! LEAVE THE 
FIREWOOD HERE | 
UPAMANYU OR 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


МАУ! WHAT SHALL 

I DO Ẹ IF | GO BACK 

FOR HELP,THE FIELD 
WILL BE DRAINED 


AS НЕ STOOD GAZING HELP- 


LESSLY AT THE BREACH, AN 
IDEA OCCURRED TO HIM. 0 
BUT MY GURUS 
FOR А = 
OR А MOMENT HE WAVERED FIELD! | MUST 


IF | STAY HERE, 
| WILL MISS МУ 
STUDIES FOR 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


MEANWHILE , ENGAGED IN HIS DAILY ROUTINE, THE SAGE FORGOT ABOUT 
ARUNI AND THE ERRAND HE HAD SENT Н/М ON. TOWARDS EVENING — 


THE LAMPS ARE Ы 


NOT YET LIT! 
IT’S NOT LIKE ) 

YOU SENT 
ARUNI TO FORGET HIM TO THE 


HIS DUTIES. FIELD ON AN 
ERRAND, MASTER. 
HE HAS NOT 


YET RETURNED. 


WHEN THE ANXIOUS SAGE 
AND HIS DISCIPLES REACHED 
THE FIELD — 


NOT YET RETURN- 
ED? | HOPE МО 
MISHAP HAS BEFALL- 
EN HIM. COME, LET 
US GO TO THE 
m FIELD AND 
SEE. 


HE’S NOT HERE | 
WHERE COULD HE 
HAVE GONE? 


ae aa r 


ARUNI-!I-I-! 
ARUNI, MY CHILD + 
WHERE АКЕ». 


ARUNI 2 15 
THAT YOU? 


HE’S THERE 
IN THE 
BREACH , 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
SUDDENLY, A FEEBLE VOICE CALLED — 


| AM HERE... 
MASTER! 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


70 LIFT UP HIS DISCIPLE . 


HE’S BEEN HERE ALL DAY! 
HE STOPPED THE GAP WITH 
HIS OWN BODY! BLESS 

THE CHILD! 


THE WATER, 
MASTER! IT’S 
FLOWING OUT! 
THE CROPS.» 


DON’T WORRY, 

ARUNI. WE’LL 

TAKE CARE 
OF IT. 


TEARS FILLED HIS EYES AS THE SAGE BENT DOWN 


MY CHILD, 
ARE YOU 
ALL RIGHT ° 


АЕЧМІ! 
ЧОЧ'КЕ 
COLD AND 


LATER WHEN THE BREACH HAD BEEN 
ATTENDED TO, AND ALL HAD RETURNED 
TO THE HERMITAGE — р Ы x 


MY SON, YOUR 
МУ DEVOTION AND 
SY OBEDIENCE TO YOUR 
2 GURU ARE UNMATCHED. а] 
— ТНЕУ SHALL FOREVER дуза 


ee ORIG ou ДЕЕ 
= 


E 
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MANY DISCIPLES CAME TO THE 
HERMITAGE OF SAGE GAUTAMA, 
BUT THE ONE WHO WON HIS 
SPECIAL AFFECTION WAS UTTANKA, 


WHEN GAUTAMA WORSHIPPED AGNI, THE GOD OF 
FIRE , HE ALWAYS CHOSE UTTANKA TO ASSIST HIM. 


О AGNI,! WORSHIP YOU > 
FOR THE SAKE ОҒ MY GURU, |) 
WHO 15 MY ONLY GOD. 


I KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 
THINKING. MAY THE 
DIVINE AGNI COME TO 
YOUR AID WHEN YOU 
NEED HIM MOST. 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


ЧОЦ HAVE ACQUIRED XY ч 2 j 
A MASTERY OF THE VEDAS. | ah "Ж 
Wh | you MAY NOW GO AND Bd We 


THE YEARS PASSED. 
ONE DAY GAUTAMA 
CALLED HIS DISCIPLES 


JM ' SET UP ASHRAMS OF 


E — 


ONE BY ONE, THEY CAME РЕ 
ТО GAUTAMA 70 ВЕ š 
BLESSED BEFORE DEPARTING. | 


X ТІПТ gap, 


TURN. WHAT 
DAKSHINA” SHOULD 
| OFFER MY GURU? 
I'LL LEAVE IT TO 
HIM TO DECIDE. 


BUT WHEN UTTANKA OVER THE YEARS ,GAUTAMA BECAME 50 

APPROACHED THE SAGE — DEPENDENT ON UTTANKA THAT EVEN 
THOUGH HUNDREDS OF DISCIPLES CAME, 
FINISHED THEIR STUDIES , AND LEFT, 


МОТ ЧЕТ.! NEED 2 ІІ! WILL | EVER SET UP 
ЧОЦ HERE. ШІІІ AN ASHRAM OF My 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


50 UTTANKA, SERVING GAUTAMA INSIDE THE НИТ — 


AND HIS FAMILY, GREW OLD WITHOUT n q 
EITHER HIS GURU OR HIMSELF Ты! чк. е 

REALISING IT- - ) , L PË 

| PLEASE FETCH МЕ |) 

j Р SOME FIREWOOD. a 

THERE 16 NONE fot 


WHEN WILL 
| BE FREE TO SET 
UP MY OWN ASHRAM 


AFTER I'VE FOOD CAN 
SET DOWN WAIT. HER 
THIS WATER,| ЖИШП; ORDERS MUST 

PLL HAVE BE OBEYED | 


AND RETIRE TO A 
LIFE OF MEDITATION 
AND PEACE 2 
SOMETHING 


/7 DOWN GENTLY. 


SO, CONTAINING HIS HUNGER, 
UTTANKA WENT ТО THE FOREST. Ü 
AN HOUR LATER — 7 5 


IT NEVER DID 


24-ы 


DEVOTION TO МУ 


BACK ACHES. Wi АШИ ЖУЛА» КЗ. [| 
MASTER WEAKEN- | 


{v 
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Y 
4 
i 


<> 


> 


Т. 


THIS LOAD 
FEELS HEAVIER 
THAN USUAL. 


OUT OF SHEER FATIGUE, UTTANKA 
THREW THE WOOD ON THE 
GROUND INSTEAD OF PUTTING 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


WHAT'S THAT? J IT 15 MY OWN! 


A LOCK OF | HAVE GROWN 
SILVER HAIR! OLD! DECREPIT! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


VW 
WHAT'S THE OLD AGE HAS 
MATTER, MY SON ° х OVERTAKEN МЕ 
PLEASE CALM WITHOUT MY 
DOWN AND SPEAK N BEING AWARE 


OuT- 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


AND, LO! THE VERY NEXT MOMENT GAUTAMA PLACED HIS DAUGHTER'S 
UTTANKA REGAINED HIS LOST HAND IN UTTANKA'S ... BENS 


| A 2 А) Q aft 


YOUR EXCELLENT 


n | 
Қыз í ONDUCT AŠ MY 
WHAT GURU DAKSHINA ЕР С Has BEEN 


SHOULD | GIVE YOU er E ENOUGH. 
BEFORE | GO AWAY a í ГЕЕ ЕН 
WITH MY WIFE 2 


WHILE GAUTAMA z MY 5ОМ,! KEPT YOU 
PATIENTLY LISTENED, N HERE BECAUSE OF MY 
UTTANKA POURED Қ 4 х - LOVE FOR YOU. BUT IF 
OUT HIS WOES. Бы р ` Æ| чоч мен TO GO, YOU 
> HAVE MY PERMISSION 


AND | HAVE NOT YET KEk 2 4 
TASTED WORLDLY HAPPINESS. ў Bp hy AND MY BLESSINGS, 


THOUGH | HAVE LOVINGLY 
SERVED YOU FOR MANY 


++ IF, WITH THE 
STRENGTH OF YOUR 
PENANCES, YOU BECOME 
A YOUNG MAN,| SHALL 
GIVE MY DAUGHTER 
TO YOU IN 
MARRIAGE.. 


THEN, WITH 
YOUR PERMISSION, 
MAY | BRING SOME- 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Г IF YOU MUST, 
THEN BRING ME 
THE CELESTIAL 
EARRINGS WORN 
BY THE WIFE 
OF SAUDASA. 


THE EARRINGS MY PENANCES WILL 
OF SAUDASA’S AID ME IN OBTAINING 
WIFE! THE EARRINGS 
FOR YOU. 


UTTANKA THEN 


YOUR MOTHER TILL 
І RETURN WITH 
THE EARRINGS. 


STAY HERE WITH IND UTTANKA LEFT. 
TURNED TO HIS FEZ 


OH! IT WAS NOT 
WISE TO DEMAND 
SUCH A FEE. 
SAUDASA HAS BEEN 
CURSED ВУ VASISHTHA Bl 
AND 15 NOW 
A CANNIBAL -HE 19 
SURE TO KILL 
UTTANKA. 


SURELY HE CAN BE 
PROTECTED FROM 
COMING TO ANY 
HARM BY YOUR 

GRACE 2 


* A FAMOUS SAGE 


HE HAS GONE TO FETCH 


THE CELESTIAL EARRINGS 


OF KING SAUDASA’S 
WIFE FOR ME. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHEN HE SAW UTTANKA, SAUDASA 
GOT UP. 


АН! | AM LUCKY. 

YOU HAVE COME JUST 

IN TIME, FOR ITS THE 

SIXTH HOUR OF THE 
DAY AND I'M 
HUNGRY. 


--TILL HE САМЕ TO A REMOTE FOREST. (РИ 


THAT MUST 
BE SAUDASA! 


WAIT ,O KING ! | HAVE COME 
ON AN ERRAND FOR MY 
GURU. IT’S AGAINST DHARMA 

TO INJURE ANYONE WHO 

|9 ON SUCH A MISSION. 


BUT THIS 15 THE 
ONLY HOUR WHEN 
I АМ PERMITTED TO EAT. 
BESIDES, | AM HUNGRY. 
SO | WILL NOT LET 


| HAVE COME 
TO BEG FROM YOU 


THE EARRINGS WORN 
BY YOUR WIFE! 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


ШУ THENLETUS 7 
МАКЕ А PACT. AFTER г: 
| HAVE COMPLETED 2 ALL RIGHT. % 
MY ERRAND | WILL 2 \ 
OFFER MYSELF 
TO YOu. 


THE CELESTIAL EARRINGS! 
BUT THEY BELONG TO MY IT 1S THE 
WIFE . PLEASE ASK FOR EARRINGS PLL 
SOMETHING ELSE. HAVE AND NOTHING 
on ve "LL GIVE ELSE. IF OUR PACT 
и MEANS ANYTHING 
TO YOU, IF YOU 
ARE ONE WHO 
KEEPS HIS 
WORD...- 


| ALL RIGHT ! GO ТО МУ 
| QUEEN AND TELL HER 

| THAT | COMMAND НЕК 

| ЕР ТО GIVE THE EARRINGS / ° 


IN WHAT WAY 
ARE THESE 
EARRINGS 
DIFFERENT ? 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


UTTANKA WENT 
WITH SAUDASA’S 
Ж 


Ү THESE EARRINGS FREE 


THE WEARER FROM HUNGER 
AND THIRST AND FEAR 
OF ANY KIND. THEY PRO- 
TECT THE ONE THEY 
ADORN FROM POISON, 
FIRE OR ANY OTHER 


70 THE QUEEN 
MESSAGE — 


IF IT 1S THE COMMAND 
OF MY HUSBAND, AND 
FOR HIS 2000,1 WILL 
OBEY. FOR NO OTHER 
REASON WOULD | PART 
WITH THESE EAR- 


WAITING FOR AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO 
STEAL THEM. SO 


ЖЕТ) ТАКЕ CARE OF THEM. 
КАЛ\ HIDE THEM IN THE 


[БЇ FOLDS OF YOUR 
Ç DEERSKIN. 


p. 
=— 0 2- 


CERTAINLY TAKE 
CARE OF THEM. 


THERE 15, HOWEVER 
ONE QUESTION !'D 
LIKE TO ASK YOU 
BEFORE | GO. 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


UTTANKA THEN RETURNED ТО | \ HAVE GOT THE 
SAUDASA - рр EARRINGS. | WILL 
227,42. 2 ДА GIVE THEM TO MY 
EM FRIEND,YOU W GURU'S WIFE AND 
HAVE A THEN RETURN ТО 
RETURNED! ДИЊ, ЧОЧ, AS | PROMISED. 


THE LEARNED SAY THAT ONE 
WHO DOES NOT TAKE THE 
ADVICE OF A FRIEND 15 А 
FOOL. AND ONE WHO WRONGS 
A FRIEND IS А VILLAIN. AND 


WOULD YOU, 
A FRIEND, ADVISE 
МЕ ТО RETURN 
то чои,А 
CANNIBAL 2 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


SAUDASA KNEW HE WAS TRAPPED. 


K RE y WELL, AS A FRIEND 
| 1 WOULD SAY YOU'D 
BE A FOOL TO COME 
И THAT’S ALL 
1 WANTED ТО 
HEAR, MY 
FRIEND. GOOD 


М |--. AND HURRIED BACK TO THE 
COULD CHANGE HERMITAGE . ; 


HIS MIND, 
UTTANKA LEFT 


І FEEL WEAK 
FROM HUNGER. 
| MUST FIND 

SOMETHING 


Е--. 
J, 
А, 


fi үг 
К 
ДІК 


PLL PUT 
THE DEER- 
SKIN ON 
THIS 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


BUT WHAT SHALL | DO 
WITH THE EARRINGS 2 
IF ILEAVE THEM ON 
THE GROUND, A NAGA 
Ан! RIPE Ñ MIGHT SLINK AWAY 
BILVA Б WITH ТНЕМ. 
FRUIT! 


THE EARRINGS 
SHOULD BE 
SAFE HERE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA ARUNIAND UTTANKA 


AS НЕ CLIMBED THE BILVA TREE, SOME OF THE 
FRUIT FELL ON THE DEERSKIN. da pt 


AH! THE 
CELESTIAL EAR- 
RINGS! 1 MUST 


UTTANKA CHASED THE NAGA... с 


ға... 
с N \ 54 


UTTANKA LOOKED DOWN. 


MY DEERSKIN! 
IT’S FALLEN OFF |# 
THE BRANCH! 


“-Вит BEFORE HE COULD ВЕН 
CATCH UP WITH 17... ү 5,7 
ТӨНУ? 2. еқ 


ШТ ; 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
š I ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


PLL RETRIEVE 
THOSE EARRINGS 
SOMEHOW ! 


IT’3-A VAIN PURSUIT 
MY SON. GIVE IT UP. 

THE REGION OF THE 

NAGAS 15 THOUSANDS 

OF YOUANAS* AWAY ) WME R IF 1 CAN'T 
FROM HERE. YOU CAN'T wh) ў. J RECOVER THE 
REACH IT BY DIGGING = X EARRINGS » 


WITH YOUR STAFF. 4 í ЙА | SHALL GIVE 
Í j 2 \ UP W LIFE. 


А FURIOUS UTTANKA | ie 
BEGAN TO POKE AT |Ë 
THE ANTHILL WITH 

HIS STAFF. жат 


THE NEXT MOMENT — qj 5 / SINCE YOU ARE STEAD- (ДР 
ТТ ТТ Ç көлі! ү FAST IN YOUR RESOLVE, 
i ыы 2: 1 SHALL AID YOU. HOLD IT’S you, 


BURNING WITH ANGER | P WÑ): | ea ay ла 2 ТҮР 
AND A DESIRE FOR А ` a Ё 
REVENGE , UTTANKA 
DUG THE EARTH WITH| 
HIS STAFF FOR 

-FIVE DAYS. 


K 


Амы 

ІШ 
уц UP YOUR STAFF. LORD 
INDRA! 


ON THE THIRTY-SIXTH D УР 
BEFORE UTTANKA. tgp АМ OLD MAN STOOD ү Я LAM DIGGING MY 


WAY TO THE 
WHAT ARE j NETHER REGIONS 
YOU DOING? | 2 TO RETRIEVE THE 
- EARRINGS A NAGA 
STOLE FROM МЕ: 


a = 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA ARUNIAND UTTANKA 


IY THERE ! NOW 

H YOUR STAFF 
|5 CHARGED 
WITH THE 


SUDDENLY A BLAZING STEED 57000 TO HIS AMAZEMENT THE CREATURE 


TI SN ЖҮ? 
MUSSCHIA Pe 


OVERCOME BY AWE, UTTANKA DID NOT | 7 АТ THE HERMITAGE 2 
> a | DON’T UNDERSTAND. £ 
A WHO ARE YOU 2 / 


SON. YOU HAVE OFTEN 
DONE ІТ AT YOUR 
GURU’S HERMITAGE. 


““«5ООМ REACHED 
THE REGION OF 


(е 9 е) 


HOW SHALL 
І GET THROUGH THE 
GATES 2 AND WHEN | 
100, WHERE SHALL ШТ 
| LOOK FOR THE ps iË) ji | 
NAGA WHO STOLE =: ЧЩ 


THE EARRINGS? ne SS D 
° os A 


Ш 


7. 


с 


S< 


I AM THE 
FIERY AGNI, YOU 
HAVE OFTEN WOR- 
SHIPPED ME WITH 
YOUR GURU. | HAVE 
COME TO HELP YOU. 
DO AS | SAY WITH- 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THICK CLOUDS OF BLACK SMOKE 
ISSUED FROM ITS BOD7... 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


+ ROSE HIGH OVER THE WALL... 
Ж 
А š: 


CURSE OF AN 
OFFENDED 


GO AND 
FIND OUT. 


OPEN THE 
GATES! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WITH STREAMING EYES AND SCORCHED 
BODIES,THE NAGAS SLOWLY MADE 
THEIR WAY THROUGH THE SMOKE... 


ARUNI AND UTTANKA 


...THE NAGAS,LED 

BY VASUKI,FELL AT 

HIS FEET AND O HOLY ONE, 

WORSHIPPED НІМ. WHY HAVE YOU 
CAUSED THIS 
AFFLICTION TO 


THE NEXT MOMENT A 
NAGA BOWED BEFORE 
UTTANKA. 


_/ FORGIVE ME, 
| Оно ONE. 


1 АМ THE 
CULPRIT. 


UTTANKA TOOK THE EARRINGS AND 
TURNED ТО AGNI. mamam 


O AGNI, LET 

THEM KNOW 

PEACE ONCE 
MORE. 


j 


YOU HAS STOLEN 

THE EARRINGS 

1 WAS TAKING TO 
MY GURU'S WIFE. 


HE THEN BROUGHT OUT THE 
EARRINGS. г> 


EARRINGS BUT Ж 
PLEASE RID jÜ 
US OF THIS 


OF HIS GURU. 


k Ú 


